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1. SPC’s Background/Mandate
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Brief History of the Work of 

the Social Planning Council of Peel

 Leadership and Innovation on social issues at the local level
 Research and Training (Settlement, Diversity/Inclusion)
 Information Management Systems for Non-Profit Agencies 
 Diversity Management and Organizational Change
 Management/Mentoring for Emerging Organizations 
(Innovation, Diversity, and Organizational Development)

2000 - Present:

 Established and supported inter-agency groups 
(service coordination and collaboration)

 Conducted research on local issues: policy analysis, needs   
assessments,   program evaluation, population studies, etc. 
(Community-based Research)

1987 - 1999

Created many of the non-profit agencies in Peel (Service Creation)1976-1986

Incorporated as a registered charity1976



5

SPC’s Core Programs

 Research

 Public Education

 Community Development

 Consultation
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2. Portraits of Peel

A. Growth

B. Diversity

C. Vulnerability

D. Resilience and Civic Capital
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A. Growth: Peel, 2001-2006

45.3%41,93028,865Unemployed Persons (15+)

22.1%280,465229,730Home Ownership

24.2%49,60039,945Lone - Parent Families

52.1%576,665379,105Visible Minority

32.1%424,820561,235Immigrants

32.6%104,52078,805Seniors (65+ years)

17.2%1,159,400988,950Total Population

Rate of 
Change 

2001-2006

(%)

2006

(#)

2001

(#)

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada, 2001; 2006.
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Population by Age Group 65 and Over: Canada, Ontario, Peel, 
Peel’s Municipalities and Selected Peel Neighbourhoods, 2006
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B. Diversity: Peel, 2001-2006

Over 93 distinct ethnic groups in  PeelEthnic Groups

870,765
(88.4%)

Religion Reported

38.4%510,760369,150

Persons with Non-
English/Non-French First 
Language (Mother tongue)

52.1%576,665379,105Visible Minorities

32.1%561,235424,820
Immigrants 

##

% Rate of 
Change 
between 

2001 and 2001

20062001

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada,  2001; 2006.
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Immigrants: Canada, Ontario, Peel, 
Peel’s Municipalities and Selected Peel Neighbourhoods, 2006
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Visible Minorities: Canada, Ontario, Peel, 
Peel’s Municipalities and Selected                         

Peel Neighbourhoods, 2006
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C. Vulnerability: Peel, 2001-2006

45.3%41,93028,865Unemployed Persons (15+)

2.6%***13.0%**10.4%*Low income families (before tax)

*2000 data

**2005 data

*** Rate of Change  (2000-2005)

23.1%15,52012,610Seniors living alone

21.3%41,00033,805Widowed people

24.2%49,60039,945Lone-parent families

180,860

(19.9%)

n.a.People with no certificate , diploma 
or degree (Age 15+)

Rate of Change 

2001-2006 (%)

20062001

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada,  2001; 2006.
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Lone-Parent Families: Canada, Ontario, Peel,
Peel’s Municipalities and Neighbourhoods, 2006
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Seniors Living Alone: Canada, Ontario, Peel, Peel’s 
Municipalities and Selected Peel Neighbourhoods, 2006
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D. Resilience and Civic Capital: Peel, 2001-2006

18.9%***94,302**79,324*Average family income ($)

* 2000 data

**2005 data

*** Rate of Change (2000-2005)

n.a.

207,470

(22.8%)

n.a.University Certificate or Degree

(Age 15+)

22.1%280,465229,730Home Ownership

Rate of Change 

2001-2006

(%)

20062001

Source: Statistics Canada, Census of Canada,  2001; 2006.
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PART 3  

Quality of Life in Peel
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Definition (Quality of life): 

 "The product of the interplay among the social, 
health, economic and environmental conditions 
which affect human and social development.”

(Source: Ontario  Social Development Council & Social Planning 

Network of Ontario, Spring 1999.) 
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Conceptual Framework

QUALITY 
OF LIFE
(QOL)

Social Health Economy Physical 
Environment

Cultural 
Diversity
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Socio-Economic Status/QOL Indicators 
by  Peel Neighbourhoods, 2006
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Socio-Economic Status*: Peel Neighbourhoods, 2006
( *by using Taxonomic Method)
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Socio-Economic Status(SES)
(The higher the value of SES, lower is the level of Status)
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Relationship Between Cultural Diversity & 
Quality of Life in Peel, 2001

(Source: Book Chapter, Community Quality of Life Indicators, Best Practices 
III, 2009)
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Socio-Economic Status & Cultural Diversity, 2001

Port Credit/

Lakeview

Clarkson/

Lorne Park*

Caledon 
(Urban) and

Bolton

Lowest
Diversity

Bramalea,

Central Brampton and

Cooksville/Dixie*

Hurontario

Less Developed

Neighbourhoods 

HeartlakeMedowvale*Lower 
Diversity

Streetsville*,

Creditview*,

and Erin  Mills/

Erindale*

Greater
Diversity

Malton*GoreGreatest
Diversity

Least Developed

Neighbourhoods 

More Developed

Neighbourhoods

Most Developed

Neighbourhoods
SEI

CDI

*Mississauga Neighbourhoods                                     *Mississauga Neighbourhoods                                     
(Source: Book Chapter, Community Quality of Life Indicators, Best Practices III, 2009)
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Model Neighbourhoods for Cooksville/Dixie: Hurontario,    
Port Credit/Lakeview and Central Brampton

70.6%

11.1%
$75,187.00

5.1%
72.6%

-
8.9%

Short- Term

Target*

57.7%Owned Dwellings (%)

14.5%Incidence of Low Income 
Families (%)

$69,267.00Average Income (Can$)

5.8%Unemployment Rate (%)

69.4%Participation Rate (%)

22.3%
(Well developed indicator)

Bachelor's Degree + (%)

9.3%Less than Grade 9 (%)

Cooksville/Dixie, 2001

(Source: Book Chapter, Community Quality of Life Indicators, Best Practices III, 2009)
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Case Study (Example)
Determining High Priority Service Needs Areas for 

Newcomers in Peel
(Potential Hubs)- Preliminary Results
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Newcomers Settlement Service Index (NSSI)         
by Neighbourhood
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Concentration of Recent Immigrants  
Vs.  Service Needs    

L5E,L7E,L7
C

Low 
Priority  

L5GLow Concentration

L6T, L5V, L7A, 
L4Z, L4X, L5R, 
L6S, L6V, L5C, 
L5L, L6X, L4Y, 
L6Z, L5K, L6W, 

L5J, L4W

Medium 
Concentration

L5BL4T, L6R,L5M,L5A, 
L5N,

L6Y 

High 
Concentration

Medium 
Priority

High PriorityService Needs

Recent 

Immigrants
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Concentration of Recent Immigrants  
Vs.  Service Needs    

------

Low 
Priority  

---Low Concentration

-----Medium Concentration

--Malton, Bramalea, 
Cooksville/Dixie, 
Central Brampton, 

Medowvale, 
Streetsville,

High Concentration

Medium 
Priority

High 
Priority

Service Needs

Recent 

Immigrants
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 Peel has a very high level of ethnic 
diversity in its population.

 The main value of the analysis can be 
used to inform decision-making 
about priorities for social services and 
community development in Peel.

Conclusion
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 At the neighbourhood level, there appears to 
be an inverse relationship between socio-
economic status and cultural diversity of the 
residents (Source: Mohanty, 2009).

 At the neighbourhood level, Malton has the 
lowest level of socio-economic status and 
greatest level of diversity (Source: Mohanty, 
2009).

Conclusion (Cont’d.)
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Implications for Peel’s  
Human Services Sector

 Increased demand for income support for the low income 
families.

 Increased demand for culturally appropriate services.

 Increased demand for diversity management training for 
health and social services organizations.

 Increased demand for cross-cultural training for staff.
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NEXT STEP
(Future Research)

 Quality of life of the Visible Minority Groups 
in Peel (10 major groups)

 Quality of life of the Recent Immigrant 
Population in Peel
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Contact Information

 Srimanta Mohanty,Ph.D.
Director of Research & Administration
The Social Planning Council of Peel
1515 Matheson Blvd E, Suite #.103
Mississauga, ON L4W 2P5
E-mail: smohanty@spcpeel.com
Tel: 905.629.3044 
Fax: 905.629.7773
Web: www.spcpeel.com

www.portraitsofpeel.ca
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Thank you.
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Diversity Resources 
Available at the Social Planning Council of Peel
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